
Adobe
Buildings

What Do La Purísima Mission, the 
Dragoon Barracks of Fort Tejon, and 
Headquarters of Rancho de Petaluma 
All Have in Common? 
They are all adobe buildings in California 
State Parks! 

What Are Adobe Buildings? 
Adobe buildings are constructed using 
adobe bricks, made by mixing clay-rich 
mud, straw, animal manure and sand in 
a pit. The mixture is then shoveled into 
molds and left to bake in the sun. 
 Adobe construction was introduced 
to California by the Spanish in 1769. The 
Spanish used adobe widely, and every 
Spanish presidio, pueblo and mission 
was made up almost exclusively of adobe 
buildings. These buildings were also used 
later on during the Mexican and Early 
American Periods of California.

Why Are Adobe Buildings Important?
Adobe buildings are some of the oldest 
buildings in California. They serve as 
important links to our past as a colony of 
Spain, a province of Mexico, and during 
our early statehood. When we walk through 
adobe buildings, we can walk in the same 
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rooms and hallways as people did 200  
years ago! 

Do Adobe Buildings Need Our Help?
Adobe buildings take a lot of work to 
restore and maintain. Without this work, 
adobes will not be around in the future 
to serve as reminders of California’s past. 
California State Parks preserves a number 
of adobes across the state, and the 
department is in the process of restoring 
others, so future generations can be 
inspired by these old buildings. You can 
volunteer to help the restoration.

Where Can I See Adobe Buildings?
• Castro Adobe Park Property
• El Presidio de Santa Barbara  

State Historic Park
• Fort Tejon State Historic Park
• La Purísima Mission State Historic Park
• Los Encinos State Historic Park
• Monterey State Historic Park
• Old Town San Diego State Historic Park
• Olompali State Historic Park
• Petaluma Adobe State Historic Park
• Pío Pico State Historic Park
• San Juan Bautista State Historic Park
• Santa Cruz Mission State Historic Park
• Sutter’s Fort State Historic Park
• Wilder Ranch State Park
• William B. Ide Adobe State Historic Park
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