
CALIFORNIA FAMILY CODE 
 

SECTION 7000-7002  
 

7000.  This part may be cited as the Emancipation of Minors Law. 

 

7001.  It is the purpose of this part to provide a clear statement 

defining emancipation and its consequences and to permit an 

emancipated minor to obtain a court declaration of the minor's 

status. This part is not intended to affect the status of minors who 

may become emancipated under the decisional case law that was in 

effect before the enactment of Chapter 1059 of the Statutes of 1978. 

 

7002.  A person under the age of 18 years is an emancipated minor if 

any of the following conditions is satisfied: 

   (a) The person has entered into a valid marriage, whether or not 

the marriage has been dissolved. 

   (b) The person is on active duty with the armed forces of the 

United States. 

   (c) The person has received a declaration of emancipation pursuant 

to Section 7122. 

 

 

SECTION 7120-7123  
 

7120.  (a) A minor may petition the superior court of the county in 

which the minor resides or is temporarily domiciled for a declaration 

of emancipation. 

   (b) The petition shall set forth with specificity all of the 

following facts: 

   (1) The minor is at least 14 years of age. 

   (2) The minor willingly lives separate and apart from the minor's 

parents or guardian with the consent or acquiescence of the minor's 

parents or guardian. 

   (3) The minor is managing his or her own financial affairs. As 

evidence of this, the minor shall complete and attach a declaration 

of income and expenses as provided in Judicial Council form FL-150. 

   (4) The source of the minor's income is not derived from any 

activity declared to be a crime by the laws of this state or the laws 

of the United States. 

. . . . . 
7122.  (a) The court shall sustain the petition if it finds that the 

minor is a person described by Section 7120 and that emancipation 

would not be contrary to the minor's best interest. 

   (b) If the petition is sustained, the court shall forthwith issue 

a declaration of emancipation, which shall be filed by the clerk of 

the court. 

   (c) A declaration is conclusive evidence that the minor is 

emancipated. 


