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Where is the California Indian Heritage Center (CIHC) going to be located? 

Three sites in the greater Sacramento area are being considered: 

· the bluff above Lake Natoma in the Folsom Lake State Recreation Area -- east of Sacramento along I-50 in the town of Folsom

· a site within the boundaries of Stone Lake Wildlife Refuge -- south of Sacramento near the town of Freeport

· a site along the Lower American River at Northgate Blvd. -- in the center of Sacramento.

The relative merits of the sites are being analyzed by a working group of CIHC Task Force members, California State Park staff, and a site feasibility consultant.  They are considering proximity to other cultural attractions, access for visitors, natural features, utility infrastructure, flood control, and the support of local government and other potential partners.  

The CIHC Task Force will make its recommendation about the preferred site this summer.

Were other locations considered?

Yes, other locations in the state were considered.  An invitation to nominate a site was sent to tribes, local governments, and related non-profit organizations in the Fall of 2003. Preference was given to sites that were in or near major population centers and close to other cultural attractions, as directed by SB 2063.  A minimum of 25 acres was required, with 100 acres preferred. Of the ten proposals received, the three finalist sites selected by the CIHC Task Force in January 2004  most closely met the needs of the project.   

.  

How much will it cost and where will the money come from?

It is likely that the cost to develop all the desired facilities will be $75 to $100 million, but more exact figures cannot be calculated until the site is selected and the master plan prepared.  

The project currently has $5 million in State of California funds from the Proposition 40 Bond to pay for master planning and a modest first phase of construction.  Subsequent work will have to be accomplished in stages as money is raised.  Additional money will be sought from public and private sources, including Federal programs, charitable foundations, tribes, and individuals.   

A non-profit organization will be formed during 2004 to raise money and support the Center.  In the meantime, the California State Park Foundation has established a restricted fund to receive donations on behalf of the Center.

Will the CIHC be operated by the State or by Indian people?

The exact form of the governance for the new entity has not yet been decided, but it is anticipated that both California State Parks and a non-profit organization representing California Indians will be involved.  One of the responsibilities of the CIHC Task Force is to recommend a governance structure.  
To date, there has been discussion about how to create an operating structure that will put all matters of cultural stewardship and interpretation under the jurisdiction of California Indians – while taking advantage of the resources and expertise that the State of California can provide.  Although the CIHC may become part of the California State Park System, it is clear to all involved that CIHC will need to operate differently than most state parks.   CIHC will be a leader in developing a new way of doing business in partnership with Indian people.

What is a “heritage center” ?

The term “heritage center” is used to emphasize the link between the past and the present, and the role the center will play in supporting Indian cultural life today.    

The heritage center will have some features normally associated with museums, such as exhibits and artifact storage. But it will also have features associated with community centers and libraries -- such as meeting rooms and theaters, and features associated with parks and nature preserves -- such as trees, water, native plants, and trails for leisurely walking,   The term “heritage center” encompasses the full range of functions and activities that are being planned.

