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Objectives for Tonight’s Public 
Meeting:

 Review Status of General Plan Process;
 Explain Planning Hierarchy, General 

Planning Constraints and influences
 Describe Management Zone Alternatives 

and some potential General Plan ideas;
 Receive your comments regarding 

Alternatives and Draft ideas;
- Written Comments
- Verbal Comments
- Comment Cards
- Email Comments



General Plan Timeline

We Are Here
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Planning and Policy Hierarchy
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Management 
Plans
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Plan



Planning and Policy Hierarchy

Specific Project 
Plans
 (e.g., Improve 

trail to Multi-
Use )



General Plan Influences

Department Staff 
Input

Public Input

Other Agencies and 
Jurisdictions (e.g., Cal 
Fire Coop Agreement, SD 
County General Plan)

PRC and other 
Laws (e.g., ADA)



General Plan Issues

 Best location or 
use for:
• Park HQ
• Material stockpile 

@ Stonewall Mine
• Permanent V.C.
• Former Cal Fire 

Station
• Mack Ranch

Mack Ranch

Stockpile at Stonewall Mine

Park Facility Issues:



General Plan Issues

 Campsites need 
improvement

 Additional overnight 
accommodations 
needed 

 Better orientation to 
Park

 Trails plan needed

Cabins at Paso Picacho

Info at Paso Picacho entrance kiosk

Public Facility Issues:



General Plan Issues

 Current Cultural Preserve 
boundaries don’t encompass 
all sensitive resources

 Other sensitive resource areas 
of Park need additional 
protections

 Interpretation of cultural 
resources could be much 
greater

Native American village site grinding 
slick

Archaeological Resource Issues:



General Plan Issues

 Best use for Dyar House 
and Hual-Cu-Cuish

 Stonewall Mine is greatly 
under-utilized and under-
interpreted

 Historic resource 
interpretation is 
inadequate

Stonewall Mine – mine shaft area

Historic Resource Issues:

Hual-Cu-Cuish former Dining Hall



General Plan Issues

 Natural Preserve boundary 
doesn’t encompass all 
sensitive and rare habitats

 Cuyamaca Cypress 
protection needed

Cuyamaca Cypress (Fed. Sp. of Concern)

Natural Resource Issues:

Cuyamaca Lake Downingia (St. End.)



General Plan Issues

 Park could be more 
relevant to:
- City residents
- Non-traditional 

users
- Minorities
- Youth

Family picnickers at Paso Picacho

Joaquin from San Diego enjoys a “snowball fight”



Potential General Plan Ideas

 Enlarge existing Ah-ha’ 
Kwe-ah-mac CP to 
incorporate sacred 
Stonewall Peak, village 
and burial sites.

 Increase size of Cuish 
Cuish (East Mesa) CP to 
incorporate the largest 
recorded prehistoric site in 
Park. 

Cultural Preserves:

Management Zones Map



Potential General Plan Ideas

 Option 1: Reconstruct portions 
of historic mining town for 
adaptive, public use

 Option 2: Stronger 
interpretation without rebuilding

 Option 1: Re-build Hual-Cu-
Cuish for public, structured use

 Option 2: Interpret history of site 
but do not re-build

“Historic” Management 
Zone:

Reconstructed Miner’s Cabin



Potential General Plan Ideas
Natural Preserves:

 Enlarge existing 
Cuyamaca Meadow 
Natural Preserve to 
incorporate additional 
meadows and resources

Management Zones Map

 Designate new 175-acre 
NP to protect Cuyamaca 
Cypress



Potential General Plan Ideas

 Place new emphasis on 
programs for youth.

Make Park more relevant to potential park users:

Photo courtesy of Cuyamaca Outdoor School
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Potential General Plan Ideas

 Place new emphasis on 
programs for youth.

 Provide alternative language 
materials and programs.

 More family-friendly activities 
and events.

 Cultivate relationships with 
programs in inner-city and 
Mexico.

 Promote public events that 
increase exposure and 
support for the park. 

Make Park more relevant to potential park users:

Photo courtesy of Cuyamaca Outdoor School
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Potential General Plan Ideas

 Partner with stakeholder 
groups to co-manage 
resources and enhance 
interpretation.

 Include training for staff 
and volunteers to conduct 
outreach programs in the 
community.

 Increase coordination 
with Outdoor School.

New Collaborative Efforts:

Outdoor School nature hike



Potential General Plan Ideas

 Create “Gateway” 
Management Zone to 
recognize vehicle access, 
scenic viewing, orientation to 
Park, and snow play.

“Gateway” Zone: SR 79 and its 8 day-use parking lots:

Parking for Snow play

“Trout Pond” day use parking
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Potential General Plan Ideas

 Create “Gateway” 
Management Zone to 
recognize vehicle access, 
scenic viewing, orientation to 
Park, and snow play.

 Explore use of diverse media 
(radio, cell phone, bilingual 
wayside panels, etc).

 Develop short interpretive 
loop trails

 Provide roving interpretation 
on weekends and holidays.

“Gateway” Zone: SR 79 and its 8 day-use parking lots:

Parking for Snow play

“Trout Pond” day use parking



Potential General Plan Ideas

 Option 1: Rebuild Dyar House 
and use as permanent Visitor 
Center and satellite park offices

 Option 2: Interpret the Dyar 
House ruin (Story of Cedar Fire)

 Consider former Cal Fire Station 
for use as satellite Visitor Center 
and staff/volunteer offices.

Visitor Use Facilities:

Former Cal Fire Station

Dyar House ruins



Potential General Plan Ideas

 Improve Green Valley Horse Camp 
(level and enlarge some sites, more 
water hookups, add shade 
ramadas)

 Redesign Green Valley and Paso 
Picacho Campgrounds to provide 
better experiences

 Continue to work with stakeholder 
groups to find alternatives for an 
equestrian campground

Campgrounds:

Green Valley Horse Camp



Potential General Plan Ideas

 Relocate material storage yard 
from Stonewall Mine

 Refurbish Mack Ranch property 
for Park operational and 
maintenance use.

Operations Facilities:

Stockpile at Stonewall Mine

Mack Ranch
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Potential General Plan Ideas

 Call for Roads and Trails 
Management Plan

 Improve north-south trail 
connections by converting 
additional trails to Multi-Use 

 Establish trail connection(s) with 
ABDSP

 Recognize and interpret Native 
American and Fages trails

 Add creek and river crossings
 Add short, accessible loop trails 

near VC and some SR 79 day-use 
parking areas

Trails:



Management Zone Matrix



Management Zone Maps

Existing Conditions Alternative “A” Alternative “B”
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