
Mendocino Woodlands State Park 

Civilian Conservation Corps Heritage Adventure 
In the 1930s, the state and local park movement accelerated, thanks to New Deal projects run by the 
National Park Service. One of these projects was the Recreation Demonstration Area (RDA) 
program. A combination of progressive urban reform ideas, a federal program to buy up spent land 
from farmers for other uses, and the availability of Works Progress Administration (WPA) and CCC 
labor led to the creation of thirty-four RDAs across the United States. 
RDAs were a new kind of state park, built to provide group camping and outdoor recreation 
opportunities near urban areas. Mendocino Woodlands is the only one still being used for group 
camping, and it still looks very much as it did when it was completed in 1942.  It is notable for its finely 
crafted buildings, arranged into three separate camps along the Little North Fork of the Big River, and 
is one of the country’s best examples of the National Park Service’s depression-era landscape 
designs. Because of its historic context and integrity, Mendocino Woodlands has been designated a 
National Historic Landmark. 
Built Mainly by WPA Workers, with Some CCC Work 
Mendocino Woodlands was built on land that had been heavily logged over. Unlike the other sites on 
these tours, it was constructed almost entirely by local WPA workers.  CCC “boys” from Russian 
Gulch camp developed the roads and trails, and transplanted native plants to improve the scarred 
landscape. 
Managed for 60 Years by a Nonprofit Group 
Mendocino Woodlands has been run by the nonprofit Mendocino Woodlands Camp Association 
(MWCA) since 1949. MWCA manages and maintains the park, handles group reservations, raises 
money to help preserve the Woodlands, and provides high-quality environmental education 
programs. Groups that use the Woodlands run the gamut 
from family reunions to corporate retreats, as well as a 
wide variety of camps for children, families, and adults. 
Important Information about Visiting Mendocino 
Woodlands 
-While as a State Park it is open to the public, please be 
considerate of any groups using the camps. The camps 
are often occupied. Please call ahead (707-937-5755) 
to arrange a time that you may visit. The camps were 
designed for walking, and are best viewed that way. Ask 
about where to park, and alternatives if you are not able 
to walk around the camps. 
-Late August through early October is the best time 
to visit. The busy summer season is over, the winter 
rains have not started, and days are usually free of fog. 
-The final three miles of the trip to Mendocino 
Woodlands is on a winding gravel road, so be 
prepared to take a little longer to reach the park. But it is 
worth it. There are ninety-three historic buildings in three 
separate group camps at the end of the drive, arranged in 
almost completely intact 1930s National Park Service 
classic landscape designs. 

http://www.nps.gov/history/history/online_books/unrau-williss/adhi4i.htm
http://www.indiana.edu/%7Eliblilly/wpa/wpa_info.html
http://www.nps.gov/history/nhl/
http://www.mendocinowoodlands.org/
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