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INTRODUCTION

PARK LOCATION AND SETTING

KennethHahn StateRecreationArea KHSRA or the park is locatedwithin the Baldwin Hills
portionof southwestLos AngelesCountySeeFigure 1. The park includes387 acresof
protectedparkland,including the existing KHSRA andthe newly acquiredVista PacificaScenic
Site andcounty-ownedparklandFigure2. Fourmiles from SantaMonicaBay andthe beach
andsix miles from downtownLosAngeles,thepark is borderedby the City of Los Angeleson
the north andeast,the City of Inglewoodon the southandthe City of CulverCity on the west.
The majority of the park is within unincorporatedLosAngelesCounty; the northwestsectionlies
in CulverCity. The parkis easily accessiblevia La CienegaandLa BreaAvenues,Slauson
Avenue andStockerStreet.Threemajorfreewaysprovideadditionalaccess:InterstateHighway
405 oneand ahalf milesto the west,InterstateHighway 10 two milesto thenorth andInterstate
Highway 110 threemiles to the east.

The Baldwin Hills, includingKHSRA, arethelast, large undevelopedareain the 127 squaremile
BallonaCreekWatershedin urbanLos AngelesCounty, coveringover two squaremilesof
dramaticridgelinesand steepcanyons.Thepark is anaturaloasisin the middleof adensely
urbanizedarea,providingarefuge for both wildlife andpeople.The park is part of bothan
intricateecologicalsystemandalsopart of a complexhumanenvironment.Hometo hundredsof
speciesof nativeplantsandanimals,thepark providesimportantnaturalhabitats,an exampleof
thevast systemof scruband grasslandhabitatsthatoncemadeup this area. Partof theBallona
CreekWatershed,waterfrom the hills drain into adjacentBallonaandCentinelacreeks,which
join the Pacific Oceanfour milesdownstream.BallonaCreekflows throughthe Cities of Los
AngelesandCulverCity, andthe last 4.5 miles includesa developedbicycle trail from National
Boulevardto the BallonaWetlands,wherethecreekflows into SantaMonica Bay. The Vista
PacificaScenicSite is adjacentto BallonaCreekandthe BallonaCreekTrail.

Closeto both downtownLos Angelesandthe Pacific Ocean,the park is easilyaccessibleto
millions of residents,andprovidesunparalleledopportunitiesfor outdoorrecreationin a natural
setting. With barelyoneacreof parklandper 1,000people,this is oneof the mostpark-poor
regionsin California. Thepark is surroundedby over30 differentcommunitiesSeeFigure3,
55 schoolsand 60 churcheswithin a five mile radius. Therearedozensof community

organizations,including 11 major youth groups,six chambersof commerceandfour senior
organizations.The parkandthe largerBaldwin Hills areaare the only large,naturalopenspace
areawithin morethanten miles,andareheavily used. Walkersandjoggerscomefrom miles
awayto exercisein the freshair andon the trails of the park, andon springandsummer
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INTRODUCTION

weekends,would-bepicnickersare turned awayby mid-daydue to a lack of parking. Scoutshold
their annualJamboreein the park,andnearbyschoolsaredevelopingsciencecurricula basedon
the naturalhistory of the area

The park andthe largerBaldwin Hills areahavebeenusedfor oil andgasdevelopmentsincethe
early 1900s,andnumerousroads,oil wells, processingunits andotheroil andgasinfrastructure
coverapproximately950 acresof landadjacentto the park. The oil productionoperationsare
expectedto remainas long as they areeconomicallyfeasible.After the oil extractionoperations
cease,the land in the Baldwin Hills maybecomeavailablefor park purposes,or developed
consistentwith applicablelocal, state,andfederalregulations

PURPOSEACQUIRED

Thepark was classifiedas a staterecreationareaSRA in February1983 by the StateParkand
RecreationCommissionon landpurchasedwith federal,stateandcountyfunds,with the intention
of creatinga wildernessparkin the heartof Los Angeles. At that time, the CaliforniaDepartment
of ParksandRecreationDepartmentdevelopedthe Baldwin Hills StateRecreationArea
GeneralPlan1985 whichremainsin effect today.The park’snamewas later changedto the
KennethHahnStateRecreationArea, andfurtherexpandedin the 1990s. In 2001,the state
purchasedtheVista PacificaScenicSite on the westernridgeline,the mostdramaticscenicpoint
in the Baldwin Hills. Sincethatpurchase,the countyhasacquiredtwo additionalparcels,
connectingthe Vista PacificaScenicSite to La CienigaBlvd.

SPIRIT OF PLACE

Thepark andthe largerBaldwin Hills areaare the last largeswathof naturalopenspaceleft in
urbanLosAngelesCounty. Rising 500feet abovethe Los AngelesBasin floor andvisible for
manymiles, the hills are anaturaljewel - an oasisin the heartof oneof the mostdensely-
populatedareasin California. Thepark providesa quiet, tranquil placewherepeoplecan escape
the city’s noiseandurbancongestion,with significantexpansesof nativevegetationandwildlife
habitat.The park showcaseslargeareasof SouthernCalifornia’s uniquecoastalscrubhabitatand
wildlife associatedwith the plantsof this biological community,recallingan erawhenthe land
was untouchedby humanintrusion.In the midstof roadsand neighborhoods,oil derricksand
pipelines,traffic andconcrete,the park is a testimonyto the powerof natureto endure,providing
a sourceof refuge,replenishmentandquiet inspiration.

This is a placeto seea hawkperchon an arroyowillow andthentakewing, its cry carrying
acrossthe hillsidesas it ridesan updraft. A placeto catchthe freshscentof sagebrushdampened
by a recentwinter rain, its wetleavesgleamingsilveragainstthe darkergreenof the canyons.A
placeto pauseon the trail as adesertcottontailemerges,sniffs the air andthendisappearsinto the
underbrush.The parkcapturesthe senseof beingapart of the largerschemeof Los Angeles’
natural landmarks- aplaceto standon the top of a ridge andlook at the 10,000-footpeaksof the
SanGabrielMountains,to the sweepingexpanseof the SantaMonicaMountains,andout to the
vastcurveof the bluePacificon the westernhorizon, encompassingall of SantaMonica Bay.
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INTRODUCTION

5002.22.This Re-circulatedDraft KHSRA GeneralPlan Amendmentrevisesthe September2001
KennethHahn StateRecreationArea GeneralPlan Amendmentand EnvironmentalImpact
Report,updatesthe 1985 BaldwinHills StateRecreationArea GeneralPlan,and is consistent
with theMasterPlanproposedfor the largerBaldwin Hills areapreparedby Community
ConservancyInternationalCCI. The purposeofthe KHSRA GeneralPlanAmendmentis to
serveas a guidefor future naturalopen spaceandparkiandimprovements,facility development
andhabitatrestorationwithin thepark,and for connectionsto trails, parksand otherpublic
facilities. This plan is conceptualby nature,settingforth an overall vision for the park that
balancesthe recreationalandculturalneedsof surroundingcommunitieswith protectionof
sensitivenativeplants andanimalsand theirhabitats.

S

This GeneralPlanAmendmentreflectsthemanychangesin surroundingneighborhoods,abetter
understandingof the role of uplandsin managingwatershedsandcoastalwaterquality, the
currentknowledgeof the park’s biological resources,andcurrentrecreationandcommunity
needs.It culminatesnearlythreeyearsof comprehensiveresearch,technicalsiteanalysisand
ecologicalassessment,andreflectsan extensivepublic planningprocessled by CCI andguided
by the BaldwinHills ParkAdvisory Committee. This processincludedthe numerouscommunity
organizations,public agenciesand otherstakeholderswithin five milesof the park.

ORIENTATION TO PARK PLANNING AND THIS DOCUMENT

Generalplansprovide guidanceratherthandefinitive proposals.Generalplanscreatean ultimate
purposeandvision for unit management,while managementandprojectplansaredevelopedto
providethe necessarydetailsfor specific actions,suchasthe definition of specific methodologies,
objectives,anddesigns.This GeneralPlanAmendmentincorporatesby referencethe September
2001 "KennethHahn StateRecreationArea GeneralPlanAmendmentandEnvironmentalImpact
Report", "The Biota ofthe BaldwinHills - An EcologicalAssessment"preparedby theNatural
History Museumof Los AngelesCountyFoundationandthe "Draft Baldwin Hills Park Master
PlanEnvironmentalAnalysis:NarrativeInitial StudyandBaselineConditions"preparedby the
law office or J. William Yeatesandthe law office of Remy,ThomasandMooseLLP. Future
specificpark andfacility projectswouldneedto comply with the CaliforniaEnvironmental
Quality Act CEQA as well as all otherapplicablelaws andstatues.This mayincludeadditional
environmentalandothersite studiesto assessthe potentialimpactsof future proposals.

2 The PRC specifiesthatageneralplanwill bepreparedprior to developmentof any newfacilities andshall consist
of elementsof discussionthatwill evaluateanddefinetheproposedmanagementof resources,land uses,facilities,
concessions,operationof theunit, andanyenvironmentalimpacts.The KHSRA GeneralPlan Amendmentmust be
submittedto the StatePark andRecreationCommissionfor approval.

S
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INTRODUCTION

PLANNING HIERARCHY

The following planninghierarchyprovidesdirection for the future of KHSRA.

Department Mission: For all units of the CaliforniaStateParkSystem, "TheMissionof
the California Departmentof Parksand Recreationis to providefor the health, J
inspiration, andeducationofthepeopleofCalifornia byhelping to preservethe state’s
extraordinary biological diversity,protectingits mostvaluednatural and cultural
resources,andcreatingopportunitiesfor high-qualityoutdoorrecreation." j

Classification: Along with all units that havebeendesignatedas "staterecreation
areas",KHSRA is managedunderthe direction of PublicResourcesCodeSection
5019.56a.

J
Declaration of Purpose: A broad statementof direction, unique to KHSRA, The
Plan,page3-2.

ManagementZones:A land-usezoning plan for the park that links general
levels of desiredresourceconditionsandvisitor experienceto geographicareas
depictedon a mapThe Plan,page3-4. J

j
Park-wide ManagementGoalsand Guidelines: Topical guidancewhose
scopeis relevantfor theentire park The Plan,page3-9

SpecificArea Goalsand Guidelines: Managementgoalsandguidelines
that clarify goalsfor a specificareaThe Plan,page3-28.

J
REGIONAL PLANNING CONTEXT J
This Re-circulatedDraft KHSRA GeneralPlanAmendmentis consistentwith the MasterPlan
proposedfor the largerBaldwin Hills areapreparedby CCI, a three-yeareffort to developthe jlong-termvisionfor thelargerBaldwin Hills area. The locationof the Baldwin Hills, in the heart

j
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INTRODUCTION

of adenselypopulatedandhighly diverseurban area,requireda community-basedapproachto
the MaterPlan. Beginningin 1998, CCI combinedpublic andprivatefunds to createa
community-basedplanningeffort for stateparkslocatedin urbanareas.Working with the
landscapearchitecturalteamof Mia Lehrer+ AssociatesandHood Design,CCI heldover200
individualmeetingswith a broadrangeof organizations,communityleaders,electedofficials,
public agenciesandother stakeholders.Over700peopleattendedpublic workshopsheldbetween
2000 and2001. An 85-memberBaldwin Hills Park Advisory Committeewasformedto provide
communityguidancefor the planningprocess.This committeeandits ExecutiveCommitteemet
regularly in 2000-2001,andprovided critical direction andinput.

Therearecurrently over 30 differentpublic agenciesinvolvedin the regionalBaldwin Hills
planningeffort. Thosewith primaryresponsibilityincludeCaliforniaDepartmentof Parksand
Recreation,Los AngelesCountyDepartmentof ParksandRecreation,the Baldwin Hills
Conservancy,the Countyof LosAngelesandthe BaldwinHills RegionalConservation
Authority. Much of the land in public ownershipis ownedby the Stateof California andmanaged
by the Countyof Los Angelesundera long-termoperatingagreement.California StateParks
managesthe Vista PacificaScenicSite,while the Countymanagesthe LaderaBall Fieldsand
KHSRA. The California State CoastalConservancyplaysa role as well, as the Baldwin Hills is a
critical portion of theBallonaCreekwatershed.All of theseagencieswere involved in the
regionalBaldwin Hills MasterPlanprocess,as were the manycities andthe park, human
services,public works, transportation,public safetyandlaw enforcementagenciesthathave

jurisdiction within the area.

S

S
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