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 Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area 



Los Angeles & Ventura County 
Total Population: 10,840,000 

Backbone Trail 



67 Miles of Backbone Trail 



67 Miles of Backbone Trail 



67 Miles of Backbone Trail  



67 Miles of Backbone Trail  



67 Miles of Backbone Trail  



67 Miles of Backbone Trail  



67 Miles of Backbone Trail  



67 Miles of Backbone Trail  



67 Miles of Backbone Trail  



Final Segments to Construct 



Saddle Peak 
el. 2805' 

Castro Peak 
el. 2824' 

Sandstone Peak 
el. 3111' 



Video segment Circle X 



Sandstone 
Peak 
Trail 



Photo Credit: Mike Maki 2013 



Photo Credit:  Melanie Beck, 2015 

Triunfo Pass 

Proposed 
Backcountry 

Campsite 



Dedication of 
Latigo Canyon 

Photo Credit:  National Park Service 

1986 

32-year Los Angeles City Councilmember 
Marvin Braude 



Photo Credit:  National Park Service 

Dedication of 
Latigo Canyon 

1986 

Trail Planner and Advocate 
Ron Webster 



Photo Credit:  Melanie Beck, 2015 

Newton 
Canyon 



Los Angeles 
Times 

 
February 

1939 



Photo Credit:  Mike Maki, 2012 



Acquisition & Construction History 
180 Parcels 



Acquisition & Construction History 
1944 
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1944 



Acquisition & Construction History 
1945 - 1977 



Acquisition & Construction History 
1945 - 1977 



Acquisition & Construction History 
1978 - 1993 



Acquisition & Construction History 
1978 - 1993 



Acquisition & Construction History 
1994 - 2000 



Acquisition & Construction History 
1994 - 2000 



Acquisition & Construction History 
2001 - 2007 



Acquisition & Construction History 
2001 - 2007 



Acquisition & Construction History 
2008 - 2016 



Acquisition & Construction History 
2008 - 2016 



1944 
Will Rogers State Historic Park 

Eastern Terminus of Backbone Trail 



1977 

California State Parks  
announces intention to build 

a 55-mile continuous trail 

across the Santa Monica Mountains 





1978 

Legislation by 
Congressman 

Anthony 
Beilenson 

National 
Recreation Area 

is created 

Will Rogers State Historic Park 



1980 

Santa 
Monica 

Mountains 
Conservancy  
established 

Photo Credit:  Ralph Waycott, 2015 

First new 
trail segment 
constructed 

Dead Horse Trail, Topanga 



1966 
Point Mugu Historic Park 

Western Terminus of Backbone Trail 



Video segment Pt Mugu 



Chamberlin 
Trail 

 
Point Mugu 
State Park 

Photo Credit:  Ralph Waycott, 2007 



Photo Credit:  Ralph Waycott, 2013 



Photo Credit:  Ralph Waycott, 2010 

Ray Miller 
Trail 



Topanga State Park 
1967 



Rogers Road 
 

“Chicken  
Ridge” 



Malibu Creek State Park 
1974 



Photo Credit:  Mike Maki, 2012 



Upper 
Solstice 
Canyon 

Photo Credit:  Joel Schulman, 2004 





Zuma/Trancas Canyons 
1985 ± 



Photo Credit:  National Park Service 

Trail Dedication 
1994 



Photo Credit:  Ralph Waycott,  2015 



Photo Credit:  National Park Service 

P-2  
2002 



Photo Credit:  Ralph Waycott,  2009 

Trancas 
Canyon 



Etz Meloy 
Motorway 

Photo Credit:  Ralph Waycott,  2013 
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Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy 
 
David Szymanski 
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