
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Page 1  of  8    *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) _________________________________________ 
 

*P11.  Report Citation:  (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.”)  
*Attachments:  NONE   Location Map  Sketch Map  ⌧ Continuation Sheet  ⌧ Building, Structure, and Object Record  Archaeological Record  

 District Record   Linear Feature Record   Milling Station Record   Rock Art Record   Artifact Record   Photograph Record 

 Other (list)  __________________  
DPR 523A (1/95)                                                                                               *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
PRIMARY RECORD       Trinomial _____________________________________ 
        NRHP Status Code                    
    Other Listings _______________________________________________________________ 
    Review Code __________   Reviewer ____________________________  Date ___________ 

P1.  Other Identifier:   

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication ⌧ Unrestricted    *a.  County   Madera__          
and P2c or P2d.  Attach a Location Map as necessary.) See attached form DPR 523J 
*b. USGS 7.5’ Quad  ___O’Neals__   Date _1981_________ T_8S__;  R _21E__; ___  of Sec _29__;  __MD___ B.M. 

c. Address __31899 State Route 41____________ City _Coarsegold_____________  Zip 93614_________    

d.  UTM:  (give more than one for large and/or linear resources)  Zone _____;      ______________mE/ _____________mN 
e. Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) On State Route 41, go to mile marker 27.92.  This is the 
bridge No. 41-21 located at the South end of Coarsegold.  Go South 3.2 miles to a driveway located on the east side of Route 41.  The 
site is located 100 meters east of Route 41 on a small knoll.  Madera County APN 54-330-02 
*P3a.  Description: (Describe resource and its major elements.  Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting, and boundaries) 
This one story building is two distinct types of construction.  The original portion is a two room “packed adobe” building measuring 24’ 3” X 22’ on the 
exterior.  The front or first room is 19’ X 11’ 10” interior measurements with a ceiling height of 7’ 6”.  There is a large stone fireplace at the north end of 
the room with a stone hearth extending the entire width of the room.  The floor is bare concrete. The walls are painted plaster with the wooden front door 
in the center of the East wall.  There are wooden frame small pane windows located on either side of the front door.  There also a single wooden frame 
small pane window in the center of the South wall.  There is an area about 2 feet square near the bottom of the southwest corner of the south wall that 
the plaster has fallen off exposing the “packed adobe” type of construction.  “Packed adobe’ is a unique type of construction.  Normal adobe is large adobe 
brick.  Packed adobe is constructed by building a form similar to pouring a concrete wall today.  Then mud and rocks are placed in the form, packed down 
and allowed to cure before the forms are removed to have a finished wall.  The second room on the west is 20’ X 9’ interior measurements with a ceiling 
height of 7’ 6” and a bare concrete floor.  There are two wooden frame small pane windows in the room.  One is in the center of the South wall and the  
other is in the center of the West wall.  A packed adobe wall separates the two rooms as the first room was completed prior the addition of the second 
room.  The roof over both rooms is a sloped roof with a hip gable on the south end.  The covering is rusted corrugated metal.  There is a 7’ X 22’ open 
porch on the east (front) side with a concrete floor and sloped metal roof supported by wood poles.  On the west side is a 6’ 6” X 28’ 6” open shade with a 
dirt floor and sloped metal roof supported by wood poles.  The exterior walls are adobe plaster, repaired in 2008.   (see continuation sheet DPR 523L) 
*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes) Adobe building  HP44 

   
*P4.   Resources Present: ⌧ Building  Structure  Object  Site  District  Element of District  Other (Isolates, etc.)   

P5b. Descripti n of Photo: (View, date,  o
accession #)   
 
*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and Sources: 
⌧ Historic   Prehistoric   Both 
1898 estimated for adobe portion 
1949 estimated for wooden portion 
*P7.  Owner and Address: 
Coarsegold Historical Society 
31899 Highway 41, PO Box 117 
Coarsegold, CA 93614 
 
*P8.  Recorded by:  (Name, affiliation, address) 
Jack Good, Coarsegold Historical Society 
P. O. Box 117 
Coarsegold, CA 93614 
 
 
 
*P9.  Date Recorded: July 10, 2009 
 
*P10.  Survey Type: (Describe) 
California Point of Historical Interest 

wburg
Draft
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD        

 
*Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) _______________________ 

DPR 523B (1/95)                                                                                              *Required Information 

 
B1.  Historic Name:  Willow Glen Stage Stop 
B2.  Common Name: The Adobe, Coarsegold Historical Society  
B3.  Original Use:    Stage Stop    B4.  Present Use:   Historical Exhibit 
*B5.  Architectural Style:   Packed Adobe  
*B6.  Construction History: (Construction date, alteration, and date of alterations)  The original single story packed adobe structure was one 
room with a fireplace that measures 14’2 x 22’ 2” exterior.  This is believed to have been built in the late 1870s.  A second room of the 
same packed adobe type was added in 1898.  This room measures 10’ x 21’ 6” exterior.  The ceiling height in the original room is 7’ and 
7’ 8” in the addition; these interior height measurements are as originally constructed.  Cement floors have been added at some time.  A 
corrugated metal roof covers all of the building.  It is not known if this was the original roofing, but this type of corrugated metal roofing 
was in common use in the 1800s. A two-story wooden structure was added to the adobe rooms in the early 1900s.  An attached photo 
shows this two-story portion with a 1920s era car.  According to the subjects of oral history interviews regarding the adobe, this structure 
collapsed sometime before the mid 1940s.  The current single story wooden portion was built in two phases, the first in 1946 and the last 
room in 1949.   (See Continuation sheet-DPR 523L) 
*B7.  Moved?  ⌧ No   Yes    Unknown    Date:       Original Location:     
*B8.  Related Features:   just to the northwest of the building is a large boulder with several acorn grinding holes. 
B9.  Architect:   None  b.  Builder:   John McGinity, Andrew Brent and Hazel Cash Kennedy 
*B10.  Significance:  Theme  1800s era stage and freight wagon stop     Area  Coarsegold (Willow Glen District)  
    Period of Significance    1877 to 1939     Property Type stage/freight wagon stop      Applicable Criteria 1 & 3  
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.)  This is the 
only historic stage/freight wagon stop on the southern wagon trail to Yosemite National Park that is still standing and open for public 
viewing.  When travel was by horse and wagon, stops were needed about every five miles to change horses.  As far we know, this is the 
only packed adobe building in this area of the Sierra Foothills.  It was in use for about 50 years, from the 1870s to the 1930s. 
(See continuation sheet) 
 
B11.  Additional Resource Attributes:  (List attributes and codes)   Adobe building HP44 
 
*B12.  References:   
 
B13.  Remarks:   

(Sketch Map with north arrow required.)                  
*B14.  Evaluator:  
 
*Date of Evaluation:      
 
                 (This space reserved for official comments.) 



 
 
 
 
Page 3  of  3     *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) ______________________ 
*Recorded by ________________ *Date  _____________    Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

P3a  Description:  The second portion of the building is a one story wooden frame addition that was built in the late 1940s to replace a 
two story wooden portion that was in use as a dormitory in the 1920s.  This portion measures 24’ X 30’ 6” on the exterior.  The exterior 
is wood lap siding with a sloped roof of rusted corrugated metal with a gable end on the north. The interior is divided into 6 rooms and a 
hallway.  Bedroom 1 is 10’ X 12’ 6” with tongue-in-groove wood flooring and sheetrock walls.  The ceiling has been removed and is 
open to the ceiling joists.  There is a wooden double hung window in the center of the east wall.  Cabinets are built on both side of the 
fireplace that extends into the room.  Bedroom 2 is 9’ 6” X 12’ 6” with tongue-in-groove wood flooring and sheetrock walls.  The ceiling 
has been removed and is open to the ceiling joists.  There is a wooden double hung window in the center of the east wall. There is an 
open closet on the west wall.  Bedroom 3 is 9’ 9” X 12’ 6” plus a closet and small alcove on the west wall.  This room has plywood 
flooring and sheetrock walls and ceiling.  There is a wooden double hung window in the east wall and the west wall.  The extra room is 
9’ 3” X 7’ 3” with plywood flooring and sheetrock walls and ceiling.  There is a wooden double hung window in the west wall. The 
screened porch has wooden plank flooring and an open ceiling to the roof.  The upper half of the west wall is screened. The bath has 
wood flooring, walls and ceiling.   
 
There is currently no electricity or water to the building. 
 
B6. The adobe has been modified over the years by the addition of ceilings, installation of electricity and changing of the windows.  The 
windows were first replaced with aluminum sliding windows that we have now replaced with multi-pane wood frame windows that 
would be similar to the type in use when the first two rooms were built.  The exterior three walls of the packed adobe have been recently 
repaired with authentic adobe plaster.  This was done to repair holes that were as much as six inches deep. 
 
B10. Significance: Criterion 1, horse-drawn stagecoach stop 
The Willow Glen Stage Stop was an integral part of area commerce from the time the dirt wagon road was completed in 1877 until the 
current California State Highway 41 alignment was completed in 1939.  The dirt road was called the Yosemite-Madera-Fresno Highway 
and was built by the Yosemite Stage and Turnpike Co. in 1880.  The new State Route 41 was approximately 100 yards west of the wagon 
road causing the adobe to be abandoned as a wagon stop.  
 
 For the forty-plus years that the building served its original stage/wagon-stop purpose, horse-and mule-drawn freight wagons and stages 
from the Fresno and Madera areas traveled the old stage trail on their way to and from Fresno Flats (now Oakhurst) and Yosemite.  The 
animals on the “fast” stages were driven hard on the windy dirt road, thus the driver had to get fresh stock every five miles.  The slower 
freight wagons only made about ten miles a day. This adobe was one of the necessary stops along the route.  A blacksmith shop and 
corrals were near the building to service the animals, and owners of the adobe provided this service for the freight wagon and stage 
companies.  The building’s wooden structure also served as an overnight stop for the drivers and as a home for the blacksmith’s family.   
 
Significance: Criterion 3, packed adobe architecture 
 
We have been told by “experts from the Bay Area that our “Packed Adobe” building is the only one known to be in the Sierra’s. They 
say that there are some buildings of this type on the coast, but on others in the Sierra mountain area.  “Packed adobe’ is a unique type of 
construction. Normal adobe is large adobe brick.  Packed adobe is constructed by building a form similar to pouring a concrete wall 
today. Then, mud and rocks are placed in the form, packed down and allowed to cure before the forms are removed to reveal a finished 
packed adobe wall 



 
 
 
 
Page 4  of  4     *Resource Name or #  (Assigned by recorder) ______________________ 
*Recorded by ________________ *Date  _____________    Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

 
List of additional exhibits submitted with these forms: 
A. Sixteen current photos of the exterior and interior with notes on the back of each photo showing location. 
B. A copy of one photo showing that there was a two-story portion in the late 1920s. 
C. Copy of Caltrans project map showing new alignment of State Route 41 that was completed in the mid 1930s. 
 Subject property is in the NW corner of Section 29 (dot on copy) The “Traveled Way” went right in front of the Adobe. 
D. Article and map from a 1915 magazine that shows the road through Coarsegold. 
E. Title page and a page from the 1891 Atlas of Fresno County.  Location marked with a dot. 
F. Madera County Plot Map showing all three buildings on the property. 
G. Coarsegold Historical Society advertising card that shows all three buildings.  The Picayune School was added to the California 

Register of Historic Resources in 2003. 
  List continues on page 4 
H. Madera County Assessor’s Map.  We are Parcel 54-330-002. 
I. A sheet showing the history of change of ownership of the property. 
J. Copy of Homestead Proof---Testimony of Claimant that describes the size, type of construction and date of construction of the 

two-room adobe. 
K. Homestead Certificate issued to John McGinity on June 4, 1904. 
L. Letters of Patent issued to John McGinity on June 2, 1904. 
M. Diagram of the two adobe rooms and the wooden addition. 
N. Letter and write-up from Diane (Brent) Bell, daughter of Andrew Brent that built two rooms of the wooden addition in 1946. 
O. Two articles from the local newspaper, The Sierra Star, about the adobe and the road.  
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

 
*Recorded by ________________ *Date  _____________    Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

 
#1 
SE corner & Front 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
#2 
SW corner & south side 
with freight wagon 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

 
*Recorded by ________________ *Date  _____________    Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

#3 South side with freight 
wagon  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
#4 
East side of entire building 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
CONTINUATION SHEET       Trinomial ____________________________________________

 
*Recorded by ________________ *Date  _____________    Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

#5  
Northeast corner of 
wooden portion 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
#6 
North side of wooden 
building 
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State of California – The Resources Agency    Primary # _____________________________________ 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION    HRI # ________________________________________ 
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*Recorded by ________________ *Date  _____________    Continuation    Update 
 

DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                         *Required Information 

 
Exhibit B: Historic photo, date unknown other than 1920s era automobile, showing two-story portion of building 
extant from early 1900s until 1940s. 
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