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DPR 523A (1/95) *Required information 
 

State of California  The Resources Agency  Primary #  19-179334 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION  HRI #   

PRIMARY RECORD    Trinomial   
       NRHP Status Code 7L 
    Other Listings  
 Review Code  Reviewer  Date   
Page     1 of 8 *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by the recorder)  Reid-Baldwin Adobe___    
 
P1.  Other Identifier:    ___CHL # 368 Hugo Reid Adobe (current California Historical Landmark designation)            

*P2.  Location:   Not for Publication    Unrestricted                    *a. County:    _County of Los Angeles         
and (P2c, P2e, and P2b or P2d. Attach a Location Map as necessary.) 

    *b.  USGS 7.5' Quad:      Mount Wilson    Date:    2012    T     ;  R     ;  ¼ of  ¼ of Sec  ; M.D. B.M. 
 c. Address:     __301 N. Baldwin Avenue     _____             City:      Arcadia  _____            Zip:    _91007_____   
 d. UTM:  (Give more than one for large or liner resources)  Zone:   11S ;  _34° 8.441mE /  -118°3.200mN_____ 
  e.  Other Locational Data:  (e.g., parcel #, directions to resource, elevation, etc., as appropriate) 
 
The Reid-Baldwin Adobe is located on the grounds of the Los Angeles County Arboretum and Botanic Garden.  The property is 
listed with the Los Angeles County Assessor’s Office as Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN) 5776-035-905.  The property is 
accessed by exiting the Interstate 210 freeway at the Baldwin Avenue exit.   Proceed south on S. Baldwin Avenue 0.2 miles to the 
arboretum parking lot and the entrance is located on the west side of the street. 
 

*P3a.  Description:  (Describe resource and its major elements, Include design, materials, condition, alterations, size, setting and boundaries) 
 
The Hugo Reid Adobe was first designated as a California Historic Landmark on April 3, 1940.  Since that time, the California 
Public Resources Code (14 CA ADC § 4851), as it affects historical resources, has been amended.  In conformance with that 
code, this amendment seeks to incorporate more current historic research and writing standards.  Recent research has also 
demonstrated that Lucky Baldwin’s long and direct association with the Adobe is certainly on par with that of Hugo Reid.  
Introducing Lucky Baldwin’s name to the formal title of this resource not only venerates that relationship, but also provides a solid 
context on which to base current and future preservation efforts.  (See continuation sheets) 
 

*P3b.  Resource Attributes: (List attributes and codes)  __HP2. Single Family Property________________________  
 *P4.  Resources Present: Building Structure Object Site District Element of District Other (Isolates, etc.): 

P5b.  Description of Photo: (view, date, 
accession#)  _Southwest corner of 
Reid-Baldwin Adobe_ (camera _ 
pointed to Northeast)_ January_ 
2010______________________ 

*P6.  Date Constructed/Age and 
Sources: Historic  
Prehistoric Both 

*P7.  Owner and Address:   
County of Los Angeles_____ 
Kenneth Hahn Hall of______ 
Administration___________ 
500 W. Temple St.________  
Los Angeles, CA  90012____ 

*P8.  Recorded by: Name, affiliation, 
and address) 
Robert Imboden, AIA, Associate 
Kelly Sutherlin McLeod_______ 
Architecture, Inc.____________ 
3827 Long Beach Blvd._______ 
Long Beach, CA  90807______ 

*P9.  Date Recorded: 
January, 2014  

*P10.  Survey Type: (describe) 
  Intensive   Reconnaissance 
 

*P11.  Report Citation: (Cite survey report and other sources, or enter “none.” ___Application for Registration of Historical of 
Interest, 1940.  Historic Resource Inventory (DPR E23- #19-179334) 1977, Pamela Lee Gray/Los Angeles Natural History Museum 
 

*Attachments: NONE  Location Map  Sketch Map  Continuation Sheet  Building, Structure, and Object Record 
Archaeological Record  District Record  Linear Feature Record  Milling Station Record  Rock Art Record 
Artifact Record  Photograph Record  Other (Contemporary and Historic Photographic Images, 1940 Application for 
Registration of Historical Point of Interest):  

 
 

 

*P5a.  Photograph or Drawing (Photograph required for buildings, structures or objects) 

 



DPR 523B (1/95) *Required information 

State of California  The Resources Agency Primary #  19-179664 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#  
BUILDING, STRUCTURE, AND OBJECT RECORD 
Page  2  of  8 *NRHP Status Code 7L 
 *Resource Name or # (Assigned by recorder)  
  
B1. Historic Name: _Reid-Baldwin Adobe____________________________________________ 
B2. Common Name: _Hugo Reid Adobe______________________________________________ 
B3. Original Use: _Residence_______________        B4.  Present Use: _Interpretive Building_ 

*B5. Architectural Style: _Rancho-Era California Adobe_ 
*B6.  Construction History:  (Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations) 
Adobe residence constructed by 1841.  Possible expansion of Adobe 1854 – 1858.  Modified and expanded 1879 with addition of 
wood-framed wing (Lucky Baldwin Annex).  Demolition of the Lucky Baldwin Annex, restoration/reconstruction of the remaining 
adobe wing and construction of courtyard walls 1958 - 1960.  Courtyard walls demolished in 2005. 

*B7. Moved? No Yes Unknown Date: ___________  Original Location: ____________ 
*B8. Related Features:   
B9a.  Architect:   b.  Builder:  

*B10. Significance:  Theme:      Early Los Angeles Area Settlement_     Area:  
           Period of Significance:  _1841-1909___________________   Property Type: _Building_______ 
Applicable Criteria: _CHL: Associated with Individual or Group having a Profound Influence_________ 
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographical scope.  Also address integrity.) 
 
The site of the Reid-Baldwin Adobe is eligible as a California Historical Landmark for its association with individuals connected to  
the early settlement of the Los Angeles area and who exhibited profound influences on the history of California; most notably 
Hugo Reid and Elias J. “Lucky” Baldwin.  Although substantially remodeled and reconstructed between 1958 – 1960, the building 
retains its associative qualities and architectural characteristics representative of the California Rancho period (c.1840) and for its 
method of adobe construction. 
 
The Reid-Baldwin Adobe is located today within the 127 acres that comprises the Los Angeles County Arboretum and Botanic 
Garden.  In its early years, the Adobe was part of the vast 13,000-acre Rancho Santa Anita, which included all or parts of the 
present day communities of Arcadia, Monrovia, Sierra Madre, Pasadena and San Marino.  Hugo Reid acquired private use of the 
property first through a provisional Mexican land grant in 1841, and then formally in 1845.  In an 1841 letter between Hugo Reid 
and the Alta California Governor Juan Bautista Valentín Alvarado y Vallejo, Reid makes mention of the adobe that he had 
constructed on the rancho.  Between 1847 and 1875, the ranch transferred title through a succession of owners including Henry 
Dalton, Joseph Rowe, William Corbitt and Alber Dibblee, William Wolfskill, and Harris Newmark.  Throughout those years, both 
the ranch and the adobe underwent a series of transformations.  In 1875, the ranch was purchased by Elias “Lucky” Baldwin.  In 
1879, Baldwin expanded the home, by adding a wood-framed wing (now-demolished).  In 1947, State of California and the County 
of Los Angeles jointly purchased the property.  An extensive restoration/reconstruction of the Adobe was performed between 1958 
- 1960.  In 1988 the State of California transferred ownership of the property to the County of Los Angeles. 
(See Continuation Sheets) 
 
B11. Additional Resource Attributes: (list attributes and codes) __________________________________________________ 
 

*B12. References: 
Ellinger III, William W. Report on the Historic Background of the “Hugo Reid” Adobe at the Los Angeles County Arboretum – 
Arcadia, California.  2007. 
Kielbasa, John R. Historic Adobes of Los Angeles County.  Dorrance 
Publishing, Co., Inc. Pittsburg. 
Snider, Sandra Lee.  Elias Jackson “Lucky” Baldwin – California 
Visionary.  The Stairwell Group, Los Angeles, 1987. 
Wallace, William J., Desautels, Roger J., Kritzman, The House of the 
Scotch Paisano, County of Los Angeles-Department of Arboreta and 
Botanic Gardens, Los Angeles 1957. 
B13. Remarks:   

*B14. Evaluator:     Robert Imboden, AIA, Associate_______ 
                              _Kelly Sutherlin McLeod Architecture, Inc. 

_3827 Long Beach Blvd._____________ 
_Long Beach, CA  90807_____________ 

 *Date of Evaluation:  January, 2014 

(This space reserved for official comments.) 
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State of California  The Resources Agency Primary #  19-179334 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page 3 of 8   *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by the recorder)  Reid-Baldwin Adobe         
 
Recorded BY _Robert Imboden              Date: January 2014            Continuation   Update 
 
*P3a.  Description:  (continued from page 1) 
 
The Reid-Baldwin Adobe sits slightly elevated above the southern shore of a spring-fed lake within the boundaries of the Los 
Angeles County Arboretum and Botanic Garden.  Across Baldwin Lake and visible from the Adobe, stands the 1885 Victorian-era 
“Lucky” Baldwin Cottage.  Only a few hundred feet to the west is the impressive Baldwin Coach Barn, completed in 1879 with 
Queen Anne details similar to that of the cottage.  The Reid-Baldwin Adobe is a single-story, adobe walled, California Rancho-
style, residential building.  It is rectangular in plan, with its longitudinal axis oriented in the north-south direction.  The exterior 
dimensions of the adobe building are approximately 60 feet long and 20 feet wide.  The residence is comprised of three 
rectangular rooms, which vary slightly in size.  The rooms are separated from one another by adobe walls, which extend from the 
floor to the underside of the roof. 
 
The exterior walls of the building are constructed of hand-formed adobe blocks.  Where visible, it appears that the adobe blocks 
have been laid in two wythes, forming an overall wall thickness of approximately 18 inches.  The blocks are laid with an 
adobe/mud mortar material similar to that of the blocks.  The exterior surface of the walls has been rendered with a plaster-like 
finish of unknown material.  A thick coating of elastomeric paint has also been applied over the rendered surface.  The interior 
surfaces have been rendered with a smoother surface, perhaps of adobe plaster and finished with paint.  In the late 1950’s, a 
structural concrete bond-beam was poured inside the adobe wall along the upper-most courses.  The beam is not visible at either 
the interior or exterior of the building.  The north and south building façades each contain a single pair of wooden-sashed 
casement windows, with each sash being comprised of eight lites each.  The sashes are set deep into the openings, toward the 
interior of the building.  Rough-hewn, vertical, wooden “bars” have been set-in near the exterior surface of the wall to protect all of 
the glazed openings.  The lintels and sills of all of the windows openings are formed of thick, rough-hewn wooden planks.  A 
single, wooden door is centrally located on the eastern façade.  The door is flanked by two sets of wooden-sashed casement 
windows on either side.  Two entry openings are present on the western façade; one being centrally located while the other is 
located toward the northern end.  No doors are present at these openings so as to provide guest access to viewing vestibules 
placed just inside the residence.  The central opening is flanked by two sets of wooden-sashed casement windows on either side.  
One remaining pair of matching wooden-sashed casement windows is located the southern end.  Locations of the building’s doors 
and windows correspond largely with the earliest known photographs dating from the Baldwin era.  The windows visible in the 
Baldwin era photographs appear to be of a double-hung type and the protective bars are not present.  The canted or angled sides 
of the wall openings visible in earlier photographs have since been altered, as the edges of the openings are now perpendicular to 
the wall surface.   
 
During the 1958 – 60 restoration effort, a later pitched, clay tiled-roof was removed and replaced with a flat roof.  The replacement 
roof employed hand-hewn beams, left visible at both the interior and exterior of the building. That roof was extended beyond the 
western façade to create covered veranda area, supported by hand-hewn wooden columns.  The replacement veranda is different 
from that represented in the Baldwin-era photographs, in that it does not extend around all four sides of the Adobe and that it does 
not have a raised wooden floor. 
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State of California  The Resources Agency Primary #  19 - 179334 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page 4 of 8   *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by the recorder)  Reid-Baldwin Adobe    
 
Recorded BY _Robert Imboden              Date: January 2014            Continuation   Update 
 
*B10. Significance:  (continued from page 2) 
 
As Mexico gained its independence from Spain, the Alta California Mission System began its demise.  As the Mexican government 
began confiscating the domains once controlled by the missions, vast tracts of land became available for private ownership 
through a government land grant system.  Hugo Reid first acquired provisional use of the Rancho Santa Anita in 1841, and then 
by formal grant in 1845.1  In an 1841 letter between Hugo Reid and Juan Bautista Valentín Alvarado y Vallejo, Reid informed the 
Alta California Governor that he had constructed an adobe on the rancho.  Although a rancho of such vast acreage could 
reasonably have included a number of structures to shelter its vaqueros, it is through this letter and Reid’s initial ownership of the 
Rancho Santa Anita, that his long-term association with the Adobe at Baldwin Lake was established. 
 
Born in Scotland 1811, Hugo Reid immigrated to America as an adult and eventually came to settle in California.  In 1837, Reid 
married Victoria Bartolomea, the daughter of a Gabrieliño chief, and in 1839 he was granted Mexican citizenship.  During his 
ownership of the ranch, Hugo Reid continued the cultivation of the land as established by the Mission San Gabriel Arcángel.  On 
the ranch he raised wheat and kept orchards of fruit trees.  He also maintained both cattle and sheep there.  Hugo Reid went on to 
serve in several significant political positions as well.  He served as “Justice of the Peace” for San Gabriel in both 1844 and 1846.2  
Hugo Reid later was also installed as an auxiliary administrator for the Mission San Gabriel, under which he was responsible for 
looking after the local Gabrieliño Indians.   When the Mexican-American War broke out in 1846, Alta California Governor Pio Pico 
needed to raise capital to finance his war chest.  In order to do so, he began liquidating several of the Mission properties.  Along 
with William Workman, owner of the nearby Rancho a Puente, Reid received title to the buildings and grounds of the San Gabriel 
Mission on June 8, 1846 upon acceptance of the mission’s outstanding debts.3  In 1849, Reid was accepted to the California 
Constitutional Convention and assisted in crafting the State’s first constitution.  It is perhaps through a series of Reid’s letters 
published in the Los Angeles Star however, for which Reid is most famous today.  In those letters he described the plight of the 
Gabrieliño Indians and what he saw as mistreatment by the Franciscan friars of the Spanish Missions. 
  
In 1847 Hugo Reid sold the Rancho Santa Anita to his former business partner Henry Dalton.  Hugo Reid passed away on 
December 12, 1852 after suffering a number of years from tuberculosis.  Little is known about Henry Dalton’s use of the ranch 
during his brief ownership.  In 1854, Dalton sold the ranch to Joseph A. Rowe for a sum more than twelve times what he had paid 
for the land just seven years before.  Rowe, a retired circus owner, invested some $6000 to repair, improve and possibly expand 
the Adobe and its surroundings.  In 1858, under financial strain however, Rowe liquidated the land for a sum equaling less than 
half of what he had paid for it.  William H.Corbitt, a Los Angeles real estate investor, and Albert Dibblee, a vigilante coordinator 
are said to have purchased the ranch without ever seeing it.4  Corbitt and Dibblee raised sheep and cattle on the ranch until the 
great drought of the 1860’s.  During that time, several small parcels of the ranch were sold off from the ranch separately.  After 
being reduced to acreage of just over 11,000 acres, the ranch was sold to William Wolfskill. 
 
William Wolfskill came to California in 1831.  Wolfskill had built an early career of trapping and trading, but later settled in Los 
Angeles after he began cultivating a section of land he had purchased.  On his land he developed a very successful vineyard, 
growing grapes for the production of wine.  Wolfskill also began experimenting with citrus trees, which would eventually become 
the first commercial orange crop in California.  His early entry into the citrus production industry earned Wolfskill the title of owning 
more than two-thirds of California’s orange trees.5  Wolfskill also imported eucalyptus seeds from acquaintances in Australia, and 
started some of the earliest stands of eucalyptus trees immediately surrounding the Adobe.  William Wolfskill passed away in 
1866 and the ownership of the ranch was transferred to his son Louis Wolfskill.  Louis Wolfskill continued to sell off small tracts of 
the ranch and eventually sold the entirety of the ranch in 1872 to Harris Newmark.  Newmark held onto the ranch only until 1875, 
when it sold to Elias J. “Lucky” Baldwin.   Elias Jackson Baldwin was born in Ohio in 1828 and spent much of his childhood in 
Indiana.  In 1853, he headed west to California.  Arriving first in San Francisco, Baldwin began a number of businesses.  He  

                                                           
1 Kielbasa, John, Dakin, Susanna Bryant.  A Scotch Paisano in Old Los Angeles:  Hugo Reid’s Life in California, 1932-1852 Derived from His 

Correspondence (University of California Press, Berkeley.  1978) 221. 
2 Cowles, Gary.  A Tale of Two Adobes:  Searching for the Real Hugo Reid Adobe. (The Branding Iron: Los Angeles Corral: 263 Summer) 3. 
3 Kielbasa, 222.  
4 Ibid, 224. 
5 Keilbasa, 224. 
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*B10. Significance:  (continued from page 4) 
 
purchased a choice hotel and also invested in several other real estate ventures.  In 1862, Baldwin left his family and moved to 
Virginia City to try his hand in the mining industry.  The Comstock silver mines located in the Sierra Nevada Mountain Range soon      
became Baldwin’s next adventure.  When Baldwin sold his shares in 1874, he profited over $5,000,000, helping to earn his name 
 
“Lucky” Baldwin. By 1875, Baldwin had all but sold his mining interests and relocated to Southern California where he began 
investing in real estate.  Within  five years’ time, Baldwin acquired over 40,000 acres in land including Rancho Santa Anita, 
Rancho Francisquito,  Rancho La Cienega O' Paso de La Tijera, Rancho La Merced, Rancho Potrero Grande, Rancho Potrero 
Chico, Rancho Potrero Felipe Lugo and half of Rancho La Puente.6 
 
Busy with his numerous business ventures, Baldwin may have spent little time on the ranch in the early years.  Instead he hired a 
property manager and more than 300 laborers to maintain and make improvements to the property. At its peak however, it is said 
that 33,000 sheep, 3,000 cattle, 500 horses, and both hogs and dairy cattle could be found on the ranch.7  Baldwin also kept a 
staggering number of nut and fruit trees on the property.  Baldwin did eventually choose to make the Rancho Santa Anita, and its 
old Adobe, his home.  In 1879, Baldwin greatly expanded the home by adding a wood-framed wing (now-demolished) which more 
than doubled the size of the home.  In 1879 Baldwin also completed the Carriage House Barn.  By 1885 Baldwin had also 
constructed the Queen Ann-styled Baldwin Cottage opposite the lake from the Adobe, creating a considerably picturesque 
backdrop for the many guests he entertained on the ranch.    Baldwin later sold off sections of land in the 1880’s for the 
development of town sites, as Southern California entered one of its most significant periods of expansion.  Baldwin was also 
instrumental in the development of the nearby Santa Anita Race Track.  Elias Jackson “Lucky” Baldwin passed away in 1909 in 
his bedroom in the old Adobe. 
             
Upon Lucky Baldwin’s death, his daughter Anita inherited the ranch.  She, however, chose not to reside in the humble Adobe, but 
rather in a mansion she had built on her estate which she called “Anoakia.”  Over the years she continued to sell off portions of the 
ranch, as many of the agricultural efforts undertaken by her father were replaced with pursuits in stock and breeding.  In 1936, 
Anita Baldwin sold the remaining portion of the ranch to real estate developer Harry Chandler.  In 1940, the Adobe was registered 
as a Historic Point of Interest in the State of California. 
 
In the ensuing decades the majority of the Baldwin Ranch was developed into residential housing tracts.  The reserved core 
section of the ranch surrounding Baldwin Lake, including the Cottage and Coach Barn and the Adobe, were sold to the State of 
California in 1947 for the creation of the Los Angeles State and County Arboretum.  Under this joint ownership, the Arboretum 
began restoration/reconstruction efforts on the Adobe in 1958.  At the time, the focus of this early restoration effort was to restore 
the Adobe to its original appearance.  The wooden-framed Baldwin Annex, too damaged by termites, was dismantled and 
removed for offsite storage.  The pitched, clay- tile roof, most likely added during the Chandler era, was removed and replaced 
with a flat roof constructed in a more traditional manner.  Where the adobe walls were deteriorated, new adobe blocks and fill 
were used.  A poured-in-place concrete bond beam was placed into the upper-most adobe block courses to provide additional 
structural strength.  The interior and exterior surfaces of the adobe walls were also freshly rendered. 
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6 Ibid, 225. 
7 Ibid,226. 
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Figure 01:  Reid-Baldwin Adobe (ca. 1878) 
Possibly the earliest photograph of the Reid-Baldwin Adobe.  View looking southwest across Baldwin Lake shows the 
wooden “Baldwin Annex” addition (now demolished) to the right of the Adobe.  [Photo Credit: Courtesy of The 
Huntington Library, San Marino, California] 

 

 
 

Image 02:  Reid-Baldwin Adobe (ca. 1900) 
Image showing the southwest corner of the Reid-Baldwin Adobe and veranda as it appeared during Baldwin’s 
occupation. [Photo Credit:  Braun Library-Autry National Center of the American West] 

 



DPR 523L (1/95)                                                                                                                                                             *Required information 
 

State of California  The Resources Agency Primary #  19 - 179334 
DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION HRI#   
CONTINUATION SHEET Trinomial   
Page 8 of 8   *Resource Name or #: (Assigned by the recorder)  Reid-Baldwin Adobe       
 
Recorded BY _Robert Imboden                  Date: January 2014           Continuation   Update 
 
*B10. Significance:  (continued from page 7) 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Figure 03:  Reid-Baldwin Adobe (c.1900) 
Image of Elias “Lucky” Baldwin standing in 
front of the Adobe veranda with two 
children.  [Photo Credit: Courtesy of the Los 
Angeles County Arboretum & Botanic 
Garden] 

 

Figure 04:  Reid-Baldwin Adobe (c.1958) 
Interior view of the Reid-Baldwin Adobe illustrating the configuration 
of the window openings as they existed during Baldwin’s occupation 
of the residence.  [Photo Credit: Courtesy of California State Parks] 

 
 
Index of Figures: 
 
Figure 01: Reid-Baldwin Adobe (ca. 1878) 
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Figure 03: Reid-Baldwin Adobe (c.1900) 
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Figure 04: Reid-Baldwin Adobe (c.1958) 
  Photo Credit: California State Parks 
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